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The Circuit Rider Published April 24, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

John 13:31-35
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of 
Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If 
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in 
himself, and will glorify him at once.
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: 
Where I am going, you cannot come.
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• April 28, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the commencement 
speaker at the Rust College Commencement in 
Holly Springs at 2:00 p.m.

• May 19, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 6:00 p.m. at the Coahoma and Quitman County Cluster gathering hosted by Clarksdale 
First United Methodist Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Cokesbury Hires First MS Sales Rep
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist

Cokesbury recently appointed Dan Parker as the new 
community resource consultant for Jackson, Mississippi 
and its’ surrounding areas.  Parker is a former lay leader 
and the Dan Parker, Cokesbury community resource con-
sultant current co-chair of the prayer and family ministry 
at St. Matthews United Methodist Church in Madison, 
Mississippi where he has been a member for over 13 years.  Although Parker has been in sales his 
entire adult life, this position stood out from most retail-based jobs.

“I’ve always been interested in working a job where I serve in ministry so when I heard Cokes-
bury was looking for someone I made a couple of calls, had a few people put in a good word, 
then Cokesbury contacted me and the rest is history,” said Parker.

Cokesbury is the retail division of the United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH).  The 
UMPH decided to close all

the physical Cokesbury stores and redirect their focus and resources toward expanding and en-
hancing products and services for the online store, toll-free call center and regional sales repre-
sentatives.  The Jackson Cokesbury closed January 12, 2013, and left several Mississippi United 
Methodist churches unsure as to how to continue purchasing the items they need to maintain 
ministries in their churches.  Many churches have expressed concerns on how the store closing 
will impact rural churches that are less likely to have access to high-speed internet and older con-

gregations that may not be computer savvy.

In an effort to circumvent these issues, 
Parker has decided to take a personal approach.

“I hope to build strong relationships with as many churches as possible 
so that people know they can call me when they have problems locating 
something online or needing some help with how to place orders,” shared 
Parker.

Parker is currently in Nashville receiving training for his new position and 
will be there for the rest of the week.  Upon his return, Parker plans to 
start visiting churches within a 50-mile radius of Jackson and then branch 
out into other parts of the state.  If a church is in need of assistance before 
Parker makes it to their region, congregations are welcome to reach Parker 
via email at dparker@cokesbury.com or call 601-397-8186 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Dan Parker,  
Cokesbury community 

resource consultant

Cokesbury Christian Bookstore in Jackson four 
days before closing its doors on January 12.



Page 3

AC Fun Run Walk Takes Sabbatical
Prayers for Race Director  
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist
For the first time in its nearly ten-year history as an event of the Mississippi Annual Conference, the Fun Run Walk will take a 
year off and in its place are plans for other health related activities and a special prayer for the young man who has helped the 
event grow in recent years, Caleb Hammons, the race director.

The 30 year-old is suffering from ocular histoplasmosis, a disease that is impairing his vision. 
Hammons said he first noticed something was wrong with him in November 2012.

“At first I would see this weird camera flash spot in my eye and it would go away pretty quick, so 
I didn’t think much of it but then my vision started rapidly declining,” he said.

Ocular histoplasmosis is a fungus commonly found in the dust and soil of the Mississippi and 
Ohio River Valley regions.  A person can contract the disease by inhaling dust that carries the 
fungal spores. In Hammons case, the disease is active in both of his eyes, but it is his right eye the 
gives him the most problems. On a bad day he said it is like having a dark spot block his vision 
and everything around him is blurry.

Doctors have told Hammons there is no a cure for his illness, but a cancer treatment drug that is 
injected into his eyes could help slow the blinding occurrences and according to Hammons the 
medication helps some days.

“Either it works or it doesn’t and I have had four shots to date, and it keeps coming back,” said Hammons.

Recently, Hammons decided to tell Lee Burdine, the MS Annual Conference display coordinator about his sight issues and break 
the bad news that he could not direct the race  —the one event that gave Hammons his big start as a race director.  Burdine then 

shared Hammons’ story with the Mississippi Annual Conference planning committee.  He said they 
could have easily worked with another group to have the race, but they chose to take a sabbatical and 
rally behind Hammons.

“Caleb, with MS Race Timing has been a big part of this growth of our run walk.  With his eyesight 
health issue, Caleb needs to concentrate on getting healed.  We can bring the run walk back in 2014. 
We want to honor Caleb’s contribution to this growth of this event and we are offering our support 
and prayers to Caleb,” said Burdine.

Hammons who works full-time as a chemical engineer, directs around 30 races a year through his 
business MS Race Timing, which he’s now trying to sell. Through the years Hammons has used per-
sonal leave and sick leave to organize runs but he now needs that time for treatments and conversa-
tion with a high power.

“I know God has the authority and the power to completely heal my vision and then I wonder why 
he does not.  I may never know the reason, but I have to sit back and listen and not be so busy and try 
to figure out what God wants me to do,” he said.

Three years ago, Hammons recommitted his life to Christ and said he vows not to let his circumstance change that, instead use 
this period to move closer to God and be a source of inspiration to others, just as the Mississippi Annual Conference has been to 
him.
  

You Can Help West, Texas Plant Explosion Victims
In the wake of the catastrophic fertilizer plant explosion in West, Texas, we hope you will praying for those affected by this trag-
edy. United Methodist Committee on Relief UMCOR) is communicating with Bishop Mike Lowry and the staff of the Central 
Texas Annual Conference to assess the situation and determine the best possible response.

United Methodist churches in Texas are already providing comfort to the survivors and their families. Once search and rescue 
efforts are completed, UMCOR-trained Early Response Teams will be actively engaged to support the church and community 
response.

Caleb Hammons

Caleb participating in 
one of his races.
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People can help by making a gift to UMCOR for disaster response or by preparing and shipping cleaning buckets to the nearest 
UMCOR relief supply depot. Volunteer and donor support allows UMCOR to be there when disaster strikes and to remain until 
the community is well on its way to establishing a “new normal.”

Please keep the town of West, the Central Texas Conference, and UMCOR responders in your prayers.

Imagine No Malaria—Text MOM to Give  
Did you know? This year on Sunday, May 12, Mother’s Day, your church has a special opportunity to make sure your generosity 
go further than usual.  Your church can help to find a Imagine No Malariapermanent solution for a major health crisis affecting 
mothers in Africa.

Each year, more than 655,000 people die from malaria in Africa.  Up to 90 percent of them 
are women and children.  Pregnant mothers and children under age five are the groups 
most vulnerable to the deadly disease.

Your church’s support of the Imagine No Malaria campaign of the United Methodist 
Church can help reduce death and suffering by 2015.

Your decision to support this campaign is critical to reaching the goal.  Thousands of 
congregations across the United States, have already helped to raise $31.2 million.  The next 
opportunity to join this campaign is on Mother’s Day.

When you receive an offering on May 12th in honor of the mothers in your congregation, 100 percent of your church’s contribu-
tions will go to the fight against malaria. You can also make a donation by texting the word MOM to the number 27722. Together, 
we are making a difference as the people of the United Methodist Church.

Order special offering envelopes, posters, and bulletin inserts today to prepare your church for Mother’s Day.  Visit www.imag-
inenomalaria.org/sharethelove.

Central UMC/Carver Partnership 
Proves Beneficial for Kids
By Renelda Owen,  
Meridian District Contributor
Meridian, Miss—Central United Methodist Church 
volunteers have been going to tutor Carver Middle 
School students every week in the Study Buddy Pro-
gram, which is the only partnership between a public school and a church or community organization in the Meridian Public 
School District.

 Central purchased hundreds of books for the Carver library and classrooms, led book studies and brought meals to teachers in 
appreciation of their efforts.  Under the leadership of Central volunteer, Julia Green, 25 Central members spend 45 minutes each 
week tutoring students at Carver.  After the first year of this partnership, Carver Middle School principal, Tiffany Platt came to 
a Central Sunday morning worship service to thank volunteers for their involvement and to make them aware of the difference 
they’ve made.  According to Platt, the influence of adults who are willing to build a constant, stable relationship with these stu-
dents and show them that they care has been a tremendous help.

Platt shared that in the year before the Central/Carver partnership, students at Carver only earned 2,400 points for reading in the 
school’s Accelerated Reader program, where students read books from an approved list and then take tests on the books.  In the 
year since Central partnered with Carver, students have earned 24,000 points in the same program.  Children have checked out 
12,000 books this year, and many of the books were donated by Central.  For the first time in years, the school met its language 
arts objectives for the school year.

 Platt further reported that discipline has greatly improved since Central’s involvement.  Disciplinary referrals decreased 70 per-
cent.  The number of students placed in out-of-school settings because of disciplinary reasons fell to 3.7 percent, making Carver 
the only school in the Meridian Public School District below the national average of 5 percent.  Platt thanked Central for their 
involvement and encouraged more members to be a part of the Study Buddy program.



Rev. Dr. Bob Rambo is senior pastor at Central and Rev. Owen Weddle is the associate pastor of missions and evangelism.  Merid-
ian district superintendent, Rev. Billy Owen has challenged churches to go out into their neighborhoods and be the hands and 
feet of Christ by finding ways to make a difference in their communities.  If one church can have this much impact on one school, 
just imagine how schools across Mississippi could benefit if every school partnered with local churches that invest in the future of 
young people and their communities.

Starkville District Health Ministry
The Starkville District has had a busy spring introducing new health programs.  District Superintendent Embra Jackson, the 
District Health Coordinator, Carolyn Jackson, along with the many local church volunteers, have introduced new screening and 
awareness programs throughout the district. 

The District has installed new health stations at Liberty UMC in Eupora; 
Christ UMC in West Point; Louisville First UMC; St. James UMC in Colum-
bus; Kosciusko Wesley and Bell Chapel UMC in Starkville.   These health 
stations are designed to measure a blood pressure and pulse rate.  The com-
pany that distributes them is Lifebux which coordinates the MS Conference’s 
Amazing Pace Walking Ministry.

Carolyn Jackson recently attended “Health Ambassador Training” at Camp 
Wesley Pines hosted by the Mississippi Conference UMC Health Ministries 
under the direction of Lisa Hicks.  Many of the District churches have re-
ceived faith based health ministry training from the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center directed by Dr. Rick deShazo.

Some churches have introduced or expanded their health ministries by in-
troducing nutritional programs and healthy church meal planning.  Several 
churches are offering weekly glucose and blood pressure screenings.  In addi-
tion, some church health ministries are providing important counseling and 
referrals for community members regarding chronic disease conditions such 
as diabetes and hypertension.

If your church is engaged in similar health ministries and would like to 
receive a Healthy Church Award at this year’s Mississippi Annual Conference 
gathering, please complete an online application by visiting:
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/54A6F44E986347B5AFC38930652
AE641_2013-HealthyChurchAwardSurveyAndGuidelines.pdf?utm_so
urce=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+4-24-13&utm_campaign=4-24-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=archive 
and submit by May 15, 2013.

If your church would like to introduce or expand your health ministries, please contact Carolyn Jackson, Starkville District Health 
Ambassador at andrewandcarolyn@bellsouth.net or the Starkville District office at 662-323-0198.

Bishop James Swanson to Serve as Rust College Commencement Speaker
Rust College will welcome Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. of the Mississippi Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
(UMC) as speaker for the 147th Commencement Rust Logo Convocation, Sunday, April 28, 2013. Com-
mencement will begin promptly at 2:00 p.m. in the McMillan Multi-Purpose Center.

Rust College is a historically black, co-educational, senior liberal arts college founded in 1866 by the 
Freedman’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The College is related to the United Meth-
odist Church, and is dedicated to serving students with a variety of academic preparations, through 
instruction in the humanities, social and behavioral sciences, natural science, business, technology, 
and education. Rust College provides an opportunity for education to all, regardless of race, religion, 
sex, national origin, or ethnic background.
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Debra Childs and Carolyn Jackson Louisville 
First UMC.



Calling All Youth to AC
What is NEXUS?  It is all about connections and for 
this reason those planning the youth activities for this 
year’s Mississippi Annual Conference are urging young 
people to attend.

During the 2013 Annual Conference, on Saturday, 
June 8, there will be a special time for the youth of 
Mississippi to join together for a HUGE day of connecting, sharing, and worshipping 
together. The Methodist Children’s Homes will join the fun later that afternoon. Appli-
cations will be available for anyone to apply for the CCYM (the conference council on 
youth ministry) in order to help plan next year’s youth day!

Organizer Dianne Lemmon is excited about the youth coming together.

“I am really excited about the upcoming NEXUS event. The youth are good at mak-
ing connections in their everyday life and they wanted to emphasize that as we come 
together for this event. Together, I have seen the youth of this conference do wonderful 
things, and hope this exciting day will be a time to renew and establish even more of the 
connections so important for us,” said Lemmon.

Between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., youth will meet outside the conference meeting room 
to assemble for a time of prayer. They will surround the adult delegates to pray over 
them in the big meeting room as they begin their day!

Later the youth we will convene for games, lunch, and music by LP (like Paul), a Chris-
tian rapper and enjoy a concert by Stereo Radio, an upcoming Christian band that has 
toured world-wide. Mike Howington, the new conference youth coordinator will bring 
us a fun (GREAT stories!) and meaningful message.

Youth Day at Annual Conference is June 8, 2013 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the Jackson 
Convention Center in Jackson MS.  The cost to attend is $20.00.

For more information call Diane Lemmon at 662-803-9830.

Transition Workshops Planned
“Ending Well, Starting Strong” is a gathering for moving clergy in The Mississippi Conference. Emphasis will be on ways to leave 
an appointment well, and also on starting off on the right foot in one’s new assignment.

All full-time moving pastors are required to attend one of the workshop settings. Part-time pastors and retiring pastors are in-
vited, but are not required to attend. There are three options, in different regions of the conference, to facilitate pastors being able 
to attend one. All the workshops which are set to begin at 9:00 a.m. and end by 3:00 p.m. will be identical in content for clergy.  
However, the Jackson workshop will have a special pilot session for clergy spouses.

The meeting times are below.

• Tuesday, April 30 - Oxford University UMC, Oxford
• Thursday, May 2 - Heritage UMC, Hattiesburg
• Thursday, May 9 - Anderson UMC, Jackson

Once clergy have decided on their preferred date, they must contact their district superintendent by April 24 to note the 
workshop you will attend.

Donate to Missions Marketplace Auction
Serving platters, gift cards, art and a gift basket are just a few of the items available for the Missions Marketplace Auction; how-
ever, more support is needed. Help make this charitable auction a success by encouraging Mississippi United Methodist churches 
to donate at least one item valued at $25 or more to the auction. Also, all mission entities and organizations affiliated with the 
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Mississippi Annual Conference are also asked to solicit donations for 
the auction using their network of board members, local volunteers 
and businesses.

All proceeds will go towards one mission or ministry in each of the 
eleven districts of the Mississippi Annual Conference. The first event 
under this initiative will be held online in the weeks leading up to 
Annual Conference. It will culminate at Annual Conference with 
items being displayed at the conference.

Bidding for Missions Marketplace open on May 13, 2013 and will 
close Saturday night on June 8, 2013.

For more information and to view auction items, visit www.missionsmarketplace.org.

Administry Training in Meridian District
After the Conference Administry Training previously scheduled for this spring was cancelled, the Meridian District asked David 
Stotts, the Conference treasurer for a special day of training.  Stotts agreed since there was a great response from the district to 
have him.  A full day of Administry Training, covering complete topics, is scheduled for Saturday, April 27 starting at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Meridian District Office.

Lunch is included. Cost is $40. To register, send your name, address, district, and church name to the Meridian District office.  
Make checks payable to Meridian District UMC and mail payment to Meridian District Office UMC,  Attn: Administry Training, 
6210 Highway 39 North, Meridian, MS  39305.

Workshop on Stewardship for the Small Membership Church
 The Central United Methodist Church in Jackson is excited to present a great workshop on stewardship for the small member-
ship church. The gathering will take place at Central UMC on May 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The only cost for participants is 
$10.00 to cover lunch.

The facilitators for this event bring a great deal of knowledge on the topic. The Mississippi Annual Conference’s Bishop James 
Swanson is urging attendance.

“The workshop will be a tremendous resource to smaller churches. Those who attend will be a hearing from seasoned profession-
als who can guide, advise, and inspire the small congregations that may or may not have stewardship challenges. This training can 
only help and I pray that many are anxious to receive it and go register,” said Swanson.

Melvin Amerson, the Stewardship Ministry Consultant with the Texas United Methodist Foundation will be one of the facilita-
tors. The other is Mississippi’s own Martha Scarborough, Executive Director with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation.

The goals of the workshop include: emphasis on the Bible’s basis for congregational stewardship, recognize the uniqueness of the 
small membership church and its challenges, underscore the importance of leadership in stewardship, and equip participants 
with resources for a successful stewardship campaign

Although attendance is open to anyone, if a church wishes to participate, organizers say it is essential that the pastor, finance 
committee chairperson/stewardship chairperson, treasurer, and/or lay leader attend together so that they may hold each other ac-
countable, implement what is shared, and provide feedback, as requested, by the workshop facilitator.

For questions and to register, contact Pat Whitlock, Stewardship Committee chairperson, at 601.955.1743 or apcew@aol.com. 

More about the Facilitators

Melvin Amerson, Stewardship Ministry Consultant with the TX United Methodist Foundation, is a graduate of Texas A&M Uni-
versity Corpus Christi and Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia. Prior to becoming a minister, he worked in the 
banking industry and as a tax examiner for the federal government.

Amerson is the author of Stewardship in African-American Churches: A New Paradigm, Celebrating the Offering, and Fruit for 
Celebrating the Offering, published by Discipleship Resources. He has published numerous articles on stewardship, leadership, 
and visioning. A nationally-recognized stewardship consultant, he has led numerous training events around the country. Known 
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Retreat registration cost for auction includes 2 nights 
lodging and all meals, value, $250.



for his energetic and engaging presentations, Rev. Melvin Amerson brings a wealth of knowledge gleaned from his experience 
as a United Methodist pastor in the Texas Annual Conference and his work as a stewardship consultant for the Texas Methodist 
Foundation.

Martha Scarborough, CPA, Executive Director with the MS United Methodist Foundation, is a graduate of MS State University. 
Her career as a CPA spans more than 30 years. Other than a short tenure as an audit manager with a private organization, her 
life’s work has been dedicated to the United Methodist Church.

She served as treasurer for the North MS Conference, (prior to the merger of the North and MS Conferences). She relocated 
to the Jackson area in 1990 to become the Director of Financial Administration/Treasurer for the MS Conference. In 2006, she 
joined the Foundation as director of development. She later served as associate director and has provided leadership as executive 
director since 2007.

Ms. Scarborough has traveled extensively throughout the state sharing the story of the Foundation and encouraging churches to 
benefit through stewardship education. She readily responds when asked to serve as workshop facilitator, and provides valuable 
information that can easily be implemented.

East West Jackson Pre-Conference Briefing - May 5
The pre-Annual Conference briefing for the East and West Jackson Districts will be held May 5, 2013, at 3:00 p.m., at First United 
Methodist Church in Ridgeland. All clergy of the Mississippi Annual Conference, and all lay members of the conference (local 
church lay members, delegates, and equalizing members) are supposed to attend, to be informed about the agenda for the 2013 
annual conference session and procedures for participating in the conference.
 

Cruise with Bishop Swanson
Join Bishop James Swanson, Sr.  for “The Footsteps of Paul” October 30 - November 
13, 2013.  The 14 day cruise starting at an all-inclusive price of $2,998, includes Foot 
Steps of Paul international airfare and airline fuel surcharges, most shore excur-
sions, administration fee, port charges, fuel surcharges and taxes (subject to change).  
The guest speaker will be Dr. David deSilva, expert on the Book of Revelation.  The 
worship leader will be Bishop James Swanson, Sr. Anyone interested in going on this 
cruise should contact Educational Opportunities Tours (www.eo.travel) and list 
Embra Jackson, host #17011, as their sponsor.

Durant City-Wide Cleanup Day
Saturday, April 27, 2013 | 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Meeting Place: John Wesley UMC, 49 S. Lexington St, Durant 

The John Wesley United Methodist Church Health Education Center (HEC) and the City of Durant will sponsor a city-wide 
cleanup effort in Durant, Mississippi. The John Wesley HEC volunteers will open the church at 8:45 a.m., and begin the workday 
with a short devotion before taking to the streets of Durant. Refreshments will be provided throughout the day by Ward One 
Alderwoman, Barbara Booth, and the John Wesley UMC located at 49 S. Lexington Street, Durant, Mississippi.

To reach the HEC, call 662-653-4143 on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

All volunteers are asked to meet at the John Wesley UMC by 8:45 a.m. to pick up work tools and water. Further instructions will 
be provided on site. If you are interesting in volunteering, please contact us at johnwesleydurant@att.net  or call 662-653-0588 
and leave a message.

Middlebrook UMC Revival
Middlebrook United Methodist Church in Jackson will host its annual Spring Revival April 29 - May 1. The church’s address is 
115 Maddox Road, Jackson, MS 39212. Service will begin each night at 7:00 p.m.

The speaker Monday night is Rev. Eric Sanford of Alta Woods UMC.  Tuesday night guest will hear from Rev. Demario Benson, 
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Pratt Memorial UMC and Wednesday evening service, Rev. E.J. Shepherd of Sylvester UMC and Union Grove UMC will preach. 
For more information contact Rev. Robert Brown at 601-201-6639.

Camp Lake Stephens Youth and Adult Work Day
Mark your calendar for April 27, 2013, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. and come and enjoy the beautiful spring weather at Camp Lake 
Stephens for a work day on the camp grounds in preparation for the summer camp season.  Bring your church, your family, your 
youth group, or yourself!  Lunch will be provided for all participants.  Please contact Camp Lake Stephens if you are planning to 
attend, email program director Russell Casteel, at russell@camplakestephens.com.

Seven Springs UMC Prayer Breakfast
On Saturday, April 27, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. join Seven Spring United Methodist Church for its prayer breakfast titled, “Somebody 
Prayed for Me.”  “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The earnest prayer of a righ-
teous person has great power and produces wonder results.”  - James 5:16

Seven Springs UMC is located at 4668 Seven Springs Road, Raymond, MS.  Rev. Robert Cook is the pastor.

United Methodist Women 2013 Mission U Event
United Methodist Women will come together once again July 17-20, 2013, at East Central Community College in Decatur to 
renew minds in a journey of discerning the will of God.  Excellent study leaders will help participants explore three new studies:

1. The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly
2. The Roma of Europe
3. Leaving Home, Finding Home-A Mission Study for Children

Three scheduling options allow those attending to be engaged in transformation for as many as four days or as few as two.  Feel 
free to choose options two and three and take two studies for only one registration fee of $25.

Clergy will be able to receive Continuing Education Credit (CEU).  Those taking two studies and participating fully in Mission U 
will receive two CEUs.  Participants taking one study and participate fully in other activities will receive one CEU.

Participants who teach children in their churches and/or communities are encouraged to come to the mission study for children 
which is offered in option three.

For more details email Jackie Pennington at jackiebill@tecinfo.com.

Seeking Missionaries for Latin America and the Caribbean
Global Ministries seeks missionaries to serve within the global Methodist connection in a variety of roles and ministries around 
the world. Global Ministries sends missionaries from everywhere to everywhere. Missionaries vary in age, trade-skills and occu-
pations, and they serve in ministry with others as teachers, pilots, lawyers, agriculturalists, dieticians, physicians, nurses, admin-
istrators, accountants, pastors, photographers, journalists, community organizers, and Christian educators—just to name a few. 
They desire to learn about and to share God’s love in Jesus Christ in tangible, everyday ways.

Currently, we are seeking qualified candidates who wish to explore a call to mission service in the Latin American and Caribbean 
regions with the following gifts and graces:

• Lives out a sense of vocation and call to work among those within the church and outside the church
• Has a passion for agricultural development as it relates to community development
• Has demonstrated competency in teaching and training
• Has experience in office administration, budget preparation and financial management
• Has demonstrated the ability to learn, develop and implement new and creative approaches to ministry
• Able to coordinate volunteer work and study teams from partner churches
• Knowledge of planning and implementing construction projects
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• Proven effectiveness in oral and written communication in both English and Spanish

For more information about missionary service or to apply online, visit Global Ministries’ website: www.umcmission.org/called-
to serve.

If you know someone these gifts and graces who may have a call to mission service, then please have them contact Daniel Randall 
(drandall@umcmission.org) for details.  

Rev. Jack Williams, retired elder of the New Albany 
District, passed away Saturday, April 20, 2013 in 
Corinth, Mississippi.  The funeral service for Rev. Wil-
liams was held at St. Luke UMC on Tuesday, April 23 at 
2:00 p.m. Please continue to hold the Williams family 
in your prayers.

Richard Glyn “Ricky” Wiygul, 56, died Friday, April 
19, 2013, at North Mississippi Medical Center. He was 
born Jan. 4, 1957, to Rev. Glyn and Martha Wiygul. He was a member of First United Methodist Church in Columbus.  Services 
were held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, April 22 at Fulton UMC, Fulton.

Funeral services for Mrs. Jessie Barnes, mother of Tupelo district superintendent, Rev. Dr. Jimmy L. Barnes, were held at 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday, April 20 at Christ the King Catholic Church in St. Louis, Missouri.

The family suggests that gifts in memory of Mrs. Barnes be made to the ICC-Wesley Foundation, c/o Tupelo District Office, PO 
BOX 3957, Tupelo, MS 38803.

George Leggett, nephew of Rev. Elbert Satcher of Clark County recently passed away.  Funeral services were held on Saturday, 
April 20 at 11:00 a.m. at Turner Funeral Home in Quitman. Please keep the Leggett/Satcher families in your thoughts and prayers.

Mrs. Barbara Kinslow Grady, mother of Rev. Willie Kinslow, pastor of Tabernacle UMC, recently passed away.  The funeral was 
held Friday,  April 19 at 2:00 p.m. at St. Luke Baptist Church in Waynesboro. Please keep the Kinslow/Grady families in your 
thoughts and prayers.

Rev. Sam W. McRaney, retired elder in the Hattiesburg District, recently passed away.  Services will be held Wednesday, April 24, 
at 11:00 a.m. at Prentiss UMC and he will be buried at the Lone Star Cemetery near Collins.  Please remember his wife, Carolyn, 
and the entire McRaney family in your prayers during this difficult time..

Employment Opportunities
• Marvin UMC in Florence, Mississippi is seeking to hire a part-time music minister/worship leader. Duties will
include working with a praise team and chancel choir. Salary will be commensurate with experience. If interested please 
mail your resume to SPRC Chair Ann Armentrout at 211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it to marvinchurch@
windstream.net. A full job description is available at our website www.mumc.me.

• Benton United Methodist Church
Position Description: part-time youth director
Reports to: Pastor
Primary Mission: Offer the opportunity to the area youth to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ through programs, 
bible studies, retreats and events. Plan and implement these programs and activities in such a way as to form, encourage 
and strengthen the youth as they continue their spiritual journey.

Duties:
1. Organize, oversee, and lead a vital ministry to the 7th-12th grade youth.
2. Develop a strategic, creative and comprehensive ministry for the youth that includes Sunday night activities(bible stud-
ies, worship experiences, etc.); at least one monthly event (such as local mission project, Christian educational event, fel-
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lowship event, etc); as well as involvement in a summer trip experience such as a mission trip or spiritual formation event.
3. Teach and equip the youth to live as a disciple of Christ.
4. Initiate fund raisers for the youth’s programs, trips and events.
5. Keep appropriate program, membership and financial records to aid in the evaluation of the youth ministry.
6. Have a presence on the Benton Academy Campus(or other schools church students may attend), by attending sporting 
events, eating lunch with students, offer devotionals during school assemblies, etc.
7. Counsel students as needed.
8. Perform other duties as directed by the pastor.

Applicant Requirements:
1. Applicant must be able to relate to the youth and build relationships with them, but know the difference between being 
their friend and being their pal.
2. Applicant must be of the highest moral character and have a strong Christian (preferably United Methodist) back-
ground.
3. Applicant must possess proven leadership qualities and organizational skills.
4. Applicant must be able to relate to people, to work with volunteers and staff, to function in the role with emotional and 
spiritual maturity and sound judgment
5. Prior experience in leading youth or equivalent education is desirable.
6. Applicant must present impeccable references and background and be willing to submit to a thorough background 
check.
Salary will be negotiated based on experience, distant travelled and work schedule.

• Broadmeadow United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time director of children and youth activities. Responsibilities 
include the Sunday school hour for preschool and elementary age children, Sunday night activities for youth, special events 
for children and youth, planning opportunities for children and youth to participate in worship and outreach to neighbor-
hood children and youth. A successful applicant will be able to teach and lead activities with children and youth, organize 
parents and volunteers and facilitate their participation in all aspects of the ministry, conduct meetings, plan and carry out 
special events, and represent the children and youth ministries at church leadership team meetings.

The position is available June 1.

Salary is commensurate with education and experience. You may submit a resume via e-mail to the Rev. Rob Hill at
revrobhill@gmail.com or send to his attention at Broadmeadow UMC, 4419 Broadmeadow Drive, Jackson, MS 39206. 

• Crossgates UMC in Brandon, MS
Crossgates UMC is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministry. A person with a heart for ministry and children. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for cultivating and encouraging the spiritual growth of children from birth 
through 6th grade, and their families. We are looking for an energetic person who lives out their faith in all they do, and 
who will teach, encourage and nurture our children in their relationship with God and one another. The director/pastor 
shall exhibit worship leadership skills along with the ability to recruit, coordinate and lead volunteers. It is preferable that 
the director of children’s ministry will possess a college degree in ministry or education, and have previous experience in 
ministry or education.
Interested applicants should send resumes to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org. The deadline for receiving applications is 
May 17, 2013.

• The General Commission on Religion & Race (GCORR) of The United Methodist Church, charged with empowering 
the Church to pursue racial equity and cultural competency to build a stronger, more vibrant denomination, is accepting 
applications for three staff positions in its Washington, D.C. office. The three positions include a communications strategist, 
a training and development specialist, and a research and data integrity specialist.
The Communications Strategist will work in partnership with GCORR leadership and key stakeholders in the United 
Methodist Church to carry out the mission of GCORR through focused communications efforts, including the develop-
ment and implementation of strategic communication planning documents, social media partnerships, blog writing, train-
ings, material development and dissemination, webinars and traditional media work.
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The Training and Development Specialist will develop and implement a comprehensive Intercultural competency training 
program. The Training and Development Specialist will also be responsible for leading the efforts of the agency in partner-
ship with annual conferences, local churches, and denominational entities to function in multicultural environments and 
develop action plans for implementing knowledge, awareness and skills at the individual and denominational level.
The Research and Data Integrity Specialist will work with GCORR leaders to plan, coordinate, conduct and report find-
ings from various GCORR studies as well as consult with GCORR staff and other denominational agencies and ecumenical 
groups to obtain, analyze and report information in ways that are compelling accurate, and action-inspiring.
Complete position descriptions and application processes—including cover letter, resume and supporting documentation 
requirements—are available on the GCORR website under Employment Opportunities. All positions remain open until 
filled.
The General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) was established in 1968 to challenge and equip the denomina-
tion’s agencies, institutions, annual (regional) conferences and congregations to achieve full, equal participation of its racial 
and ethnic constituencies in the total life and mission of the church. GCORR is an equal opportunity employer and consid-
ers applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, age, gender, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or any 
other legally protected status. Denominational membership is not required.
For more details contact Frances J. Roberts at froberts@umc-gbcs.org or 202-495-5658.

Creamy Strawberry Punch 
4 cups cold milk
1 pint strawberry ice cream,
1 (6 oz.) can frozen Lemonade concentrate, thawed
4 cups chilled ginger ale
In a large container, combine milk, ice cream and 
lemonade until smooth. Add ginger ale and serve. Yield: 12 to 14 serv ings.

 – By By Wendell Stewart in “The Fruits of Our Labour”  
published by the Prayer Warriors Sunday School Class at Hickory Flat UMC. 

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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